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Ending Taroramisdill theTas

One year dfter the horrific
crimeof theldamistsin New
York, theworld is ill at the
mercy of thetwo main camps
of reaction and international
terrorism. On one side, the
most powerful apparatus of
dateterrorismandinternationa
blackmail, made up of theUS
government, NATO and its
Westerncoditionandthestate
of lsragl; ontheother, Idamic
terrorism and the foul
movement of political Idam.
Bothpolesof thisterroristcamp
have taken people's lives
hostagearoundtheworld. The
USgovernmentandthehawks
at the White House and their
adliesarebangingthedrumsof
war and massacre, and the
Islamic terrorists are busy
blowing up people to pieces,
stoning peopleand cutting of f
limbs, and ruining lives in
countries plagued by Idam.
Peoplearethevictimsof both
sides terrorism. They arethe
oneswhohavetopay theprice
of their terrorism. And they
are the ones who want
freedomandequality andwho
can put an end to this
barbarism.

The US government, which
headsarightwing, reactionary
international terrorist pole,
cannot deal withterrorism.‘ A
longwar againstterrorism’ is,
for the USA, the name of
striking a new balance with
Islamic terrorism and not
putting an end to it. They
themselves have been the
architects and backers of the
reactionary [Idamicmovement
-fromtheTalibanandHamas
to the Idamic gates in Iran
and Pakistan. Thismovement
wasbrought ontothepolitical
scene as a force to confront
workers andleft movements,
and it is now demanding its
shareof palitica andeconomic
power. If the USA and
governments in the West
withdraw their politica and
financial support of this
murderous and reactionary
force, peoplewill sweepthem
off thepolitical magpinnotime.
Ending terrorism and
militarism,endingthebombing
of defencel esspeople, ending
economic sanctionsimposed
on millions and ending
occupation and daily
harassment and massacre of
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peopleis the task of civilised
humanity. Ending beheadings,
stonings and amputations,
ending misogyny and Idamic
repression is the task of
freedom lovers, socialists,
workers, and progressive and
secularist movements.

Civilisedhumanity mustcome
out againgt these camps of
reaction and global terrorism.
Neither the defence of the
statusquo under the pretext of
‘peace’, nor sidingwith oneof
the terrorist camps, are
acceptable. Neither the
continuation of the current
Stuationintheworld,norjoining
the camp of Islamic
reactionariesunder thepretext
of  ‘struggle against
imperialism’, nor defendingthe
terroristp=oliciesof theUnited
States and NATO under the
pretext of ‘struggle against
Idamicterroriam’ will diminate
thefear of war and terror. The
secularist and progressive
movement must take on the
entire global reaction. Thisis
thetask of acivilisedworl dthat
has no compatibility with any
side of these reactionary and
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terrorist camps. Peoplearound
the world must lend their
support to those movements
that are fighting Islamic
terrorism and the US and
NATO's terrorism and who
have raised the banner of
justiceandliberationof people.

The streets of cities in the
USA, Europeand dl over the
world must become scenes of
massive demonstrations
against the Islamic fascist
movement and their Western
backers - just as they were
during the anti-apartheid
movement in South Africa—
and in support of secularism,
civil rights,women' srightsand
socidist struggle in Islam-
ridden societies.

‘Against the USA’s and
NATO’s terrorism, against
Idamicterrorism, forfreedom
andequality’ -thisisthed ogan
of civilised humanity againgt
dl campsof internationd terror.
On September 11, join this
movement.

Worker-communist
Parties of Iran and Iraq

TheWorld After
September 11

By Mansoor Hekmat
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TheWorld After September 11

Mansoor Hekmat

Part One The
War of Terrorids

TwoReactionaryCamps

ThegppalingSeptember11,2001
terrorig crimesaganshumeanity
andthed aughter of thousandsof
innocent peoplein Americahas
pushed theworldtothebrink of
oneof thedarkest and bloodiest
eras of contemporary hidory.
What the American
administration calls an
internationd war onterrorigtsis
in fact the world's entry into a
new anddegtructivephaseinthe
international war of terrorids.

Atopposingpolesof thisbloody
conflict stand the two main
internationd campsof terrorism,
whichhavelefttheirbloody merk
onthelivesof two generations.
At one pole, there dands the
most enormous meachinery of
datetarrorismandinternationa
inimidationandblackmail. This
camp includes the American
government andruling€elite, the
only force, which has used
nuclear bombs againgt people,
reducinghundredsof thousands
of innocent and unsuspecting
people of Hiroshima and

ey |

Nagasaki into ashes within
seconds. A satethat daughtered
millionsin Vietnam and razed
andruinedtheircountryformany
years by chemical
bombardments. It includes
NATOandcoditionsof Wesern
governments who from Irag to
Yugodavia, have destroyed
people’ s homes, schools and
hospita sandhavetakenransom
thebreadandmedicineof millions
of children. Itindludesthel srali
bourgecise and sae. They
occupy, seize, daughter and
deprive. They bomb and shell
refugeecampsand shoot scared
ten-year-old children taking
shdterintharfathers amsand
aschool gates. FromHiroshima
and Vietnam to Grenada and
Irag, from the killing fidlds in
Indonesia and Chile to the
daughterhousesof Pdedtine the
track record of thisinternationd
pole of state terrorism and
imperididintimidationisobvious
andirrefutablefordl theworldto
see.

Attheopposngpole theresands
Islamic terrorism and the

reactionary and vile politicd
Idam. These forces that were
once cregted and nurtured by
America and the West
themsdvesduringtheColdWar

as a means of organising
indigenousreection againg the
LeftinMiddleEagternsocieties,
have now become an active
pole of internationd terroriam
and one contender in the
bourgeoispower struggleinthe
Middle Eagt. The murderous
higtory of politicd 1dam, from
Iran, Afghanistan and Pekidan
toAlgeriaandPd estineincludes
a long ligt of genocide and
gopdlingarimes Fromgtateand
date sponsored killingsin Iran
and Afghanigan to the daly
crimesof Idamic terror squads
inlgad, Algeriaandtheheart of
Europe and America, from the
bloody suppression of politica
and intellectua opponents to
imposing reectionary and anti-
human Idamiclawson people,
particularlywomen,fromidamic
beheadings and mutiletions, to
plantingbombsandmassmurder
inbuses, cafésanddiscothégques
—thesearethehighlightsin the
track record of these
reectionaries

Now, thiscorflictisgoingtoteke
hundreds of thousands and
probably millionsof othervictims
inAfghanigantomorrowandin
any other corner of theworldthe
day after. Thismust beressted.

War Propaganda

Alongwiththismilitarydignmert,
wearewitnessngtheideologicd
and propaganda dignment of
the two camps. Fercing and
tearing down this propaganda
wadl and pulling the truth out
frombenesththemassvewave
of hypocrisy and deceit, which
will engulf theworldisthefirg
condition of organising an
independent rank of freedom-
loving humanity againg the
terrorigts world war.

The ideologica banner of
extremigsinbothcampsisdearly
vishle and recognisable from

afar. Today' scomplexworldno
longer hastimefor thesecoarse
views. Western and American
flagwavingandjingoism,raciam,
the' dashof avilisations garbege
and suchlikemay only havean
effectonthemarginsof Western
ociey. Western governments
andmediaknowthatthesecrude
andprimitiveviewsandopinions
cannot formtheideologica and
propaganda framework for the
conflict they have entered into.
In the opposing camp, too, the
ideaof Idamic Crusade(Jhad),
indiscriminate bloodletting,
whether for thegraceof godand
rdigion,forthe’liberationof Qods
(Jerusdlem) andthelandof Idam
fromthedawsof bloodsucking
international Zionism and
imperidiam, onlysucossdswithin
the ranks of palitical Idam’s
extremigsand activids. 1t does
notmobilisethemassesof people
incontemporary MiddleEagtern
society.  The propaganda war
andideol ogjical battledominating
the impending bloody military
conflictcannotbebassdonthese
openly extremist, sectarian and
crude outlines. What can
eventualy drawthevast masses
of peopleintheWest andinthe
MiddleEagttothiswaranddign
them with the two sides of this
reactionary hodtility arenotthese
primitive idess but much more
sophidicatedrationdisationsand
judifications that are dready
galningpopularity.

In the Westerners' formula,
despite Bush's cowboy
gundinger gestures, ‘civilised
humanity’ isfacedwiththeplague
of terrorism. USA is portrayed
astheleader of thiscivilisadrank.
The objective is to neutrdise
terrorism and bring terrorigtsto
judice. Theissueseemsmuch
smpler then the atack on Irag
and the bombing of Belgrade.
Who can blame the US
governmentinitsmilitary policy
when 6,000 of ‘itspeople’ have
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been killed with such brutdity?
What is more obvious than the
Americangovernment’ smilitary
action to smash this terrorism
and protect ‘its citizens’ and
even the people of the world,
againg subsequent imminent
crimes? This time, to be a
memberof* dvilissd humenity’s
club, applicants need not have
any ethnic, racid or rdigious
qudifications. Applicants - of
whatever colour, appearance,
religion or background - need
only to declaretheir support for
Ameica This time the war
propaganda is not going to be
racid, ethnic, religious or even
political. The issue is not
maintaining the flow of ail,
defending the burgeoning
democracy in Saudi Arabiaand
returning Kuwait toitssheikhs.
If Americanmiilitary,onceagain
donsitsarmour torepeat what it
hasdoneinnumerabletimes,itis
seeminglyfortherighttolife the
righttotrave, theright of people
nottobeblownupintheirhomes
or ontheir greets Thecrimesof
September 11 have given the
most powerful ideologicd and
propaganda framework to dete
for USA and NATO' smilitary
interventioninthefurthestcormers
of the globe. At this momert,
separating themassesof people
in the West from the military
policy of therulingdliteof these
countries requires Herculean
enlightening efforts. This
ideologicd equilibrium could,
indeed, changerapidly withnew
devd opments butatthismoment,
theideaof the‘war of civilised
worldagaing terrorism’ hasput
westernpoliticiansandmediain
full contral of western public
gpinion.

In the opposing pole too, a
sophisticated and relatively
effectiveideol ogicad framework
indefenceof palitical Idamand
Idamicterrorismistakingshepe.
Naot many daretoopenly defend
the daughter of thousands of
peoplein America.  Eventhe
besasts ruling over Iran and
Afghaniganhavehedtoregtrain

theirwords. Openly defending
political 1slam and Idlamic
terrorism will not be the
propagandabanner of thispole.
The Idamic sde in the war of
terroristswill rely onaneffective
butddformulaforjudtificationof
Idamic terrorism, a formula
which has been one of the
foundations of petit-bourgeois
‘anti-imperidism’ in the Third
World, particularlyintheMiddle
Eadt. Seven years ago, in the
wake of a wave of Idamic
murders in lsrad, Egypt and
Algeria wedearly exposedand
condemned this reactionary
defenceoftarroriaminaneditorid
column of the journa ‘The
International.” It is not
ingppropriateto quotethat short
atidehere

‘ Awaveof Idamicmurdershas
engulfed the Middle Eagt and
NorthAfrica Thevictimsofthis
wave are the mogt ordinary of
ordinary people. In Egypt and
Algeria they shootatandbehead
foreign nationals - be they
workers, tourigs or pensioners.
Theybombandkill schodl children
a school gates. Theykill young
girlswhodonotsubmittoforced
mariages. In Td Aviv, they
murder unaware pededtrians -
children, old and young - on
streets and on buses. And
heraicdly,fromlgrad toAlgeria,
they reassureastunnedhumeanity
that this ‘armed struggle will
continue.

‘There was a time when the
traditiond and" anti-imperidig’
Left would look upon theblind
violence and unrestrained
terrorism of Third World and
anti-western currentsif not with
admiration then a least with
toleration. Intheir opinion, the
injudtice suffered by deprived
nations and oppressad people
judtified this terrorism as a
legitimetereaction. Theterrorism
of Pdedtinian groups, Idamic
organisations and the Irish
Republican Army - whose
victims were increasingly
unprotected and unaware

civilians—wereprimeexamples
of this' permissbl€ terrorigmin
recent past. A terrorism, which
seemingly respondedtopastand
present injudtices, a terrorism,
which seemingly appeared asa
reectiontotheinhumanandbrutal
policies of oppressve powers
andgovernments Interestingly,
throughout theyears, thelsradli
government has dso used this
exact abuse-excuse
rationdlization; thetisbydluding
to the indescribable genocide
caried out by Nazis and anti-
Semitic groups in various
countries againgt the Jewish
people, they have judtified the
brutd suppress onofthedeprived
peopleof Pdegineandthedaily
killingsof Palegtinianyouth.

‘Fromacommunis standpoint,
thistypeof rationdisationandthe
blindterrorismerectedonitinthe
Middle Eagt - whether by Arab
and Paedtinianorganisationsor
the Sate of Igradl —isregarded
asbankrupt and is condemned.
Thereisnotthedightestred and
legitimaterd ationship between
thegppdlingcdamitiesthethave
befdlentheJawishpeopleinthis
century andthesuppressonand
crimes committed by the
extremigrightwinggovernment
inlgradl againgtthePaestinians.
Thereisnotthedightestred and
judtifiedreationshipbetweenthe
ufferingsof thedeprivedpeople
of Pdegtineandtheterrorismof
Islamic or non-lslamic
organisationsaitributedtothese
people. Bourgeois state and
factions are exploiting and
capitaisng on the suffering of
the deprived people.
Condemninganderadicatingthis
terrorism by theworking dass,
particularly in countries of the
region, isan essentia condition
for placing the workers in the
leadership of thesocid sruggle
toendtheage-oldmiseriesof the
peopleaf theMiddie Eadt.

‘It seems the new wave of
Idamic murders particularly in
North Africa does no longer
even require such political

judtifications. A turbanandagun
are sufficient to begin this
despicable Jihad against
humanity. This is Islamic
ganggterismanditssourceisthe
rulingregimeiniran. Anditwill
be in Iran where it will be
smashed. (Mansoor Hekmat,
The Internationd, in Fars,
November 1994, http://
WWW.wpiran.org)’

With the intengfication of this
conflictandparticularlywiththe
imminentUSandNATOattack
on Afghanistan, the ‘anti-
imperidis’ defence of Idamic
groupsandrationdisationof their
terrorigt actions by referenceto
|srael and Americd scrimesand
oppressveacts, canonceagan
gainfootholdamongthepeople
andpalitica partiesoftheMiddle
Eagt and d soamong sectionsof
the traditional radical and
intellectual Left of western
societies. Themainideological
refuge of Idamic ganggerism
andidamicreactioninthispower
Srugglewill notbetheworn-out
andopenly anti-humanrdigious
and Idamic dogans, but rather
theso-cdled anti-imperidian’
of the rdigious-nationdis and
petitbourgeoisgpologidts.

No popular movement can
succeed against the war of
terroristswithout exposing and
breaking the ideological
framework of this hypocriticd
war propagandaonboths desof
thisresctionary conflict.

What istheConflict Over?

For both Sdes, thisis a power
gruggle Terrorismisoneredlity
of this conflict, but this conflict
and the imminent war are not
about terrorism.  Everyone
knows that US entry into
Afghanistan and even Ben
Laden’ sarrest will not dampen
theterrorigcampaignbyldamic
groupsagangtheWest, andwill
not bring more security tothose
wholiveinEuropeandAmerica
Onthecontrary, it will increese
the danger. The Pdedinian
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questioniswhere Americaand
the Idamic movement come
directly face to face. But this
conflict isaso not redly about
theresolution of the P egtinian
question. Thededaredpoalicy of
USA  thatisa’ massve, sudained
andcomprehengve militarywer
will dearlyexacerbatebothissues
- the Pdedinian question and
Idamicterrorism. Notonlythis,
but aso a possible civil war in
Pakistan with serious regiond
and globd consequences, and
deep governmentd crises in
ssemingly sableMiddleEagtern
countriescouldbetheinitid result
of thismilitary policy. They are
well awareof this. Nonetheless,
for USA, the main issueisthe
consolidation and expansion of
itspalitical andmilitaryhegemony
and dominance over theworld
as the only superpower. The
resolution of the Paedtinian
question or fighting Idamic
terrorismis not the objective of
thispolicy. Consolidetion and
expangon of America sgloba
position, within the context of
pressures and opportunities
cregted by the September 11
crimesisthe main am of this

palicy.

For the Idamigs do, thisisa
power gruggle. Neither the
suffering of the people of
Palestine nor the historical
injusticesof theWest totheEagt
arethe source of thisterrorism.
Theldamicmovementisgriving
toreverseitsfdlingfortunesand
ultimatdytoexpanditspodtionin
thebourgeoi spower sructureof
theMiddleEagt. Terrorismand
blindenmitywithanythingtheatis
Western or Westernised istheir
mainpolitica capitd inasociety
andamongapeoplewhorightly
see Amenica and Igad as the
maincausesof their deprivation
andrightlessness. Peaceinthe
MiddleEad, theformationof an
independent Paegtine, the end
of discrimingtion againgt the
Pdegdtinian people, will herdd
the demise of the Islamic
maovement in the Middle Eagt.
Terrorism is the Islamic

movement’ smaintool infurther
decpening the nationd, ethnic
andrdigioussplitsintheMiddle
Eagtandkespingdivethisconflict
aspolitica capitd and asource
foritspower. Despitethemiilitary
pressure brought about by
America, the Idamists will
welcomethisconfrontation.

Toformanindependentpopular
movement against this

unprecedented and deadly
confrontation of international
terrorist and military poles, the
truth of thesetrends and events
must betakentothepeople. The
war  propaganda and
rationdisations dished out by
belligerent camps must be
exposed. Eventsof September
11 andthepoalicy being pursued
by USA haveimportantregiona
andgloba consequences. They
will profoundly change the
political and ideological
complexionoftheworld. Pdlitics
in Iran will dso be acutey
influenced by theseevents. Itis
necessary to address the main
issuesinthesedeved opmentsand
thefundamentd sof aprincipled
communigpolicy.

Part Two: Where
isthe‘Civilised
World?

Barbarityisnot I nevitable

Thewar of terrorists can bethe
beginningof oneof thebloodiest
eras of contemporary higory.
Already, hundredsof millionsof
people are bracing themsdves.
Butthisprogpectisnatinevitable.
Thesceneisnot restrictedtothe
twosdesof thisconflict. There
isathird force, adegping giant
whocanturnthesituationaround.
If thisgiant awakes, thiseracan
be the beginning of postive
changes and the redisation of
idedlsintheworldwhichhumenity
had givenup onduringthefind
decadesofthelagtcentury. Bush,
Blair, Khamend, USA,NATO

and palitica I1damdo not know
thet there redly is a civilised
humanity,advilissdworld,which
could rise up and defend itsdf
agang the war of terrorids.
Despite the darkness and terror
that they have placed before us
people the21< century doesnot
havetobethecentury of capitalist
barbarity. These are decisive

days.

The media does not reflect the
red intellectud and ideologica
meakeupof theworld. Theygive
their ownverson, thedominant
version, theversonof theruling
dass. A versonthat suitsthem.
Militarism, terrorism, racism,
ethnicism, religious fanaticism
and profit worship are heedline
news but do not have a firm
placedegpdowninthemindsof
themgjority of thepeopleof our
times. Evenacursorylook atthe
worldshowsthat thevastmasses
of the peoplearemoretothel eft,
more dtruistic, more peace
loving, more egditarian, more
free and more freedom-loving
thangovernmentsandthemedia
Thepeopleon both Sdesof this
gopdlingconflicthavenodesire
todancetothetuneof theleeders
of the bourgeoisie. The
gunslinging American
administration immediately
reelises that despite one of the
moghorrendousterroriscrimes,
despitethelive broadcast of the
perishingof thousandsof people
inaningant, despitethesorrow
and rage which takes hold of
anyone who has not sold their
conscience to some materia
intereg, il thissame horrified
western society, these very
people who are daily
brainwashed, thesevery people
who are from dawn to dusk
‘educated’ bytherulingideology
of racigm and xenophobia, cdl
for* caution,fairness, judticeand
a measured response’.  The
people of the Middle Eagt who
are conceived as zealous
Modems and members of the
‘Idamiccivilization’ - beitinthe
sck minds of dericd rulersin
Iran and Afghanistan and the

asorted shelkhs of the Idamic
movementorinthedduxesudios
of the CNN and BBC - are
maourning with the people of
America and rising in the
condemnetion of the genocide
of September 11. Itdoesnotteke
ageniustoredisethatthemgority
of thepeopleof theMiddleEast
despisepaliticd |dam, thathuge
segments of the people of
Western Europe and America
arefedupwithlgrad’ sinjustices
andsympeathisewiththedeprived
people of Pdeding tha the
magjority of westernpeoplewant
anendtotheeconomicsanctions
against lrag and can put
themselves in the shoes of
heartbroken Iragi parents who
aelodngtharchildrentoshortage
of medicine, thatthevast masses
of the world's decent and
honourablepeopleareonnether
sde of the war between Bush
and BinLaden- oldfriendsand
present-dayrivals Thiscivilised
humanity has been silenced
underthebarrageof propaganda,
brainwashingandintimidationin
the West and Eadt, but it hes
cdearly notacoeptedthegarbage.
Thisisamassveforce. It can
cometothefore. Forthefuture
of humeanity, itmust cometothe
fore

Andhereliesdl thedifficulty-to
bring to the fore this massive
force. Inthewar of terrorigtsthe
battlelinesaredrawn, campsare
defined, resources and forces
aemobilised;thisisavestmilitary,
political and diplomatic
confrontation. Despite dl the
ambiguities theintellectud and
politica framework of thiswar,
for leaders of both camps, are
cear. Inour camp, however, in
the camp of humanity, which
must confront this terrifying

prospect, dlisambiguous.

Undoubtedly, resi sanceagaingt
the war of terrorists is now
growinginvariouscountries But
as much as the Idamigs and
USA need aclear strategy and
theoryandaunitaryandworkable
outlook, thispopular moverment
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a0 needs an intdlectud and
politica banner and a series of
practical strategic principals.
Various political movements,
particularly thoseontheL eftwill
drive to guide and lead this
resgance. Thequestioniswhat
outlookwill leedthis' Left’ itsdlf.

In Part | of thisaticle, | wrote
that d ongs dethehawksinboth
poles- Americanmilitarismand
Idamicfascids-thereareindeed
two moresophidticated, refined
and ‘respectable’ set of
arguments defending the two
sdesof theconflict. Alongside
USmilitarism,andsupportingit,
therearethosewho promotethe
formulaof thewar of ‘ thedvilised
world against terrorism’.
Alongsdethe murderersinthe
I[damic movement, there are
those who justify Islamic
terroriamwiththefamiliar1970's
reigious-naiondist and Third
WorldHg' anti-imperidiam.” But
noneoftheserationdisationswill
haveany seriousinfluenceinthe
peopl€ s res stance movemernt.
Centre-right partiesand groups
intheWest ontheonehand and
theremainsof thetraditiond |ft
student-intellectuals of the
previous decades in Eagt and
West on the other will be the
main customers of these crafty
formulationsin the propaganda
war on both sides. What could
politicalyandconceptudly derall
the potentially powerful
movement of the world’'s
progressive people is, in my
opinion, the padifigt and futile
liberdist outlook and effortsto
maintainthetatusquo (merdy
trying to prevent aUSattack on
Afghanigan) or gatusquo ante
(returningtopre-September 11).

TheSeptember 11incident was
not an isolated act of psychatic
individua scut off fromsociety;
neitheristheUSA’ simpending
military action. Theworldprior
to September 11 was not in
equilibrium, but rather was
proceeding on a deteriorating
path. There are important
economic, socid and politica

problem behind these events.
These problems have pushed
theworldinthisdirection. These
problems and issues must be
addresed.  September 11 is
how paliticd Idamisaddressng
theseissues. Thesameway that
bringing the Tdiban to power,
destroyingBaghdad, darvingthe
people of Iraq, suppressing the
people of Pdeging, bombing
Belgradeandnowthe'longwar
withterrorism’ arehowthel esder
of cgpitdism in the USA and
Europe have dedt with these
underlying contradictions.
Today’ seventsaremomentsin
an on-going and dynamic
situation. The people's
movemeantagangthisdeveoping
redity cannot be a movement
cdlingfor cadmanddemanding
‘Handsoff Afghanigtan!” Cdling
for peeceand kegpingthestatus
quo is nat only unredidtic, not
only utopian, butd sonatjug, not
progressveand notussful. The
popular resistance movement
agang thewar of terrorigtscan
onlybeorganisadaroundpositive
solutionsto thecritical political
and economic problems of our
times and around an active
position-notformaintainingthe
Satusquobutratherforchanging
it. We have had our own
independentagendaandsolutions
for dl the problems that have
been pushedtothefore, suchas
the North-South quegtion, the
Pdedtinianquestion, thequestion
of Irag, thequestion of politica
Islam, the question of
Afghanistan and Iran, the
guestionof militarisnandUSA
and NATO's hegemoniam in
thenewworldorder, thequestion
of racism and fortress Europe,
etc. Thesemugtformtheagenda
and the banner of the popular
ressancemovementagangthe
wa of terorids. This is the
difference between us and the
peacecampaignersandpacifids
whodonot seeor areindifferent
to the divisons, contradictions
andingtability of theworldprior
to September 11. If wehad an
agendatochangetheworldprior
tothisincident, thenaprincipled

position in the current Stution
means following the same
agendainthenew situation. We
donatintendtoleaveAfghanigtan
under theyokeof themurderous
gangof Tdiban,wedonoatintend
toliveundertheruleof atrigger-
happy USA, wedonotintendto
toleraepalitica Idamoridamic
governmentsintheMiddleEad,
we do nat intend to accept the
sate essnessof Paedtiniansand
theireveryday suppresson. We
did not want terroriam, be it
Idamic and suicidd or military
and uniformed and high-tech;
wedo not accept the poverty of
haf the world; we do not want
fortresses and barracks around
Europe, wewill not succumbto
racism and ethnicism. Neither
the September 11 crimenor the
imminent heroicsof NATO in
the Hindu Kush, shouldturnan
active movement for changing
the world into uncritica and
amless retiring lot cdling for
peace and quiet and areturn to
the day before.

The' humanitarian’ and ' peace
movement is not the right
responsetotoday’ ssituation. But
theinfluenceof thismovement,
particularly among ordinary
people in western society -
because of people's bdief in
nonviolence humanismandther
spontanecussenseof caution-is
extremely widespread. This
position condemns USA’s
interventionin Afghanistan, but
shirksits respongbility to fight
Tdiban's rule. It condemns
racism and incitement againgt
Maodems but does not see any
reason to put pressure on the
USA andlsradl indefenceof the
peopleof Plestine Thispogtion
wishes Jack Straw success in
histrip to Iran so that hopefully
thispoleof Idamicterrorismcan
be tamed and pecified, despite
thefactthatthispalicy Srengthens
theruleof thesewolvesoverthe
people in Iran. This podtion
defends the civil rights of
MaodemsinEuropeancountries,
but in order to prevent ‘tendon’
rejectsand opposescriticiam of

theldamicvel andlackof rights
of womeninldamand Idamic
communities. This position
gopedstodl to back off andto
leave the dtudion as it was
before. Ifthismovementgoesto
dominatethemindsandactions
of discontented people, then
civilissdhumanity will leavethe
dage to Wedtern and Eagern
terrorigs. If there isto be a
future, itisintheformationof an
active, progressiveandfresdom-
loving policy at theforefront of
the peoplé sranks. Thisisthe
duty of communists. New
communists. Marx’s
communigs. Thisisour task.

In part 11, | will ded with the
fundamenta sof anactivepolicy
againgthewar of terrorigts. But
itisnecessary to briefly address
the most pressing issue of the
day,whichistheUSA’ smminert
attack on Afghanistan. 99
percent of the people of the
world know and can dearly
explan why USA’s military
attack on Afghanigan and even
the arrest and or killing of Bin
Ladenwhichisthedeclaredaim
of this operation and seems
technically veryimprobable not
onlydoes' tdiminishthedanger
of Idamic terrorism againgt
Americaand Britain but rather
gredtly increasesiit. It is very
cear that the US and British
governments are themsdves
aware of this fact. But they
seemto regard aHollywood or
JamesBond adventureessier to
feed tothepeople. A madlone
millionaireorgangderinaremote
pat of the world - Saddam,
Milosevic, Bin Laden etc. -
intendstodestroythecivilization
and American heroes are sent
off to savetheworld. But their
ownanaysesshowsthatpolitical
Idamandidamicterrorismdoes
not haveacentrd headquarters,
unified command and an
hierarchicd organisation;itisan
internationd movementmadeup
of government agencies and
cirdles, various organisations,
networksandcircles whichare
weaved together in a series of
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officid and unofficid relations,
as an underground movemert,
withextensvedegreedf initiative
athelocd leve. FortheWes,
entering Afghaniganisthestart
of awider military and politica
campagn. Capturingor killing
Bin Laden and the
accomplishmentof somekindof
US revenge would naturaly
reduce the urgency of further
military operations for the US
adminigration and cam the
American domestic scene until
and only until the next Idamic
terrorigtatack. Butthisisasmall
dep in a wider, military and
politicd moveintheMiddleEad,
whoseeventud extentisnot yet
reveded. In the find andyds,
thisisashowdownwithpolitica
Idam, that is the reactionary
movement that the West itsdf
foundintheperipherdsof Middle
Eadern society and brought to
theforetoconfronttheemerging
L eftinthedeve opingcapitdisms
of these countries aswdl asto
pressurisetheEagternbloc. This
power sruggle could reman
limited, but due to the un-
centrdisedand extremist neture
of politicd Idam and Idamic
terrorigm, itismorelikdy that it
will leedtoamorefundamenta
and total confrontation.
However, palitica Idamcannot
aurviveintheMiddeEastwithout
Western support, let doneina
confrontationwiththeWest. So
far,theintengficationof thebettle
betweensecularigsandidamigts
in Pakigan and the reviva of
Khatamitesand theresumption
and escalation of factional
infightingwithinthelran’ sldamic
rulers is an indication thet the
battle between the West and
politicd Idam could act as a
detonator for seriouschangesin
thebdance of power withinthe
bourgedisfactionsinMiddlieEagt
tothedisadvantageof Idamidts.

What could be sad about the
America’'s attack on
Afghanigan? Is ‘Hands off
Afghanigan!’ aprogressiveand
principledposition? Thepeople
of Afghanigiananditsoppostion

will tel you otherwise. The
prospectof Tdiban' sdownfdl,a
gang of murderers and drug
deders, has spurred politica
forces in Afghanigan. The
demandfortheoverthrowof the
Taliban is a humane and
progressive demand. Wemust
not dlow thelegitimateand just
oppostiontoAmericanmilitariam
to be interpreted as leaving
Afghanigan in the hands of
Tdiben. Thisisonglivingexample
of the incorrectness and
insufficiency of thecall forcam
and the defence of the daus
quo. Thepeopleof Afghanidan
havebeenwaitingfor alifetime
for Tdiban' sdownfdl. Nodoukbt,
theUSwill notenter Afghanistan
fortheliberationof that country.
They brought the Tdiban to
power. This time they may
weekenit but defacto acceptits
exisence. They havepromised
(the Pakistan ruler) Gen.
Musharraf that the next
governmentof Afghanistanwill
betoPakigan'sliking. Theyare
to remove these beasts and
replace them with others from
the same breed. The principled
position is the participate in
overthrowing the Taliban
shoulder to shoulder with the
people of Afghanistan and the
progressive opposition, and
fightingfor theestablishment of
a government eected by the
people of that country. This
must be imposed on the Wes,
USA and the United Nations.
Any attack by theUSforcesand
its dlies againg civilians in
Afghaniganandthedestruction
of aities, villages, infradructures
and peopl€e slivdihoodmustbe
condemned. Any dtempt to
impose another gang on the
people of Afghanistan through
whedingand dedlingsbetween
USA, P&igan, Iran and any
other sate is condemned. But
the overthrow of Tdiban by
foreign amies is not in itsdf
condemnable. Tdibanisnota
legitimate government in
Afghanistan. It must be
overthrown. Thequedtionisthe
government that isto replace it

andtheguaranteethatthepeople
of Afghanistan must have
regarding their right and
opportunity todecidethepalitical
sysemintheir country.

Part Three The
Demiseof
Palitical Idam

Outside today’s two opposing
reectionary poles-themilitariam
of USandWegterngovernments
ontheonehandandthecampof
political Idam and Idamic
terroris groupsonthecther-the
prevalingdimateforthemgority
oftheworld’ shumanitariansand
peace-lovers is one of
goprenensonandtrepidation. It
isadimateof despair. Everyone
isanxiousaboutthedeteriorating
gtuation — the escdation of an
insane, terrorist rece, thekilling
and flight of hundreds of
thousands of innocent Afghan
people, chemica andbiologicd
dtacks in the west, a politica
eruption in Pakigan, ‘laptop’
aomic bombs fdling into the
hands of politica adventurers,
rdigiousfanaticsandinternational
criminds, ‘theUSA’ snewwar’
and a new phase in globa
bloodlettingonascdethat only
theUSA hasbeenandiscapable
of. Thedogansand protests of
the world's decent people has
been mainly focused on
maintaining the status quo
(stopping the US attack on
Afghanigan or returning to the
pre-September 11Stuation). This
isahumanity, whichhasnohope
forabetterfuture. Atbest,itcdls
for cdm. It wishes to avoid
bombs, war and violence. A
humanity thet despiteitsnaive,
duped and docile daly image
knows the brutd and heinous
natureof themongersthat have
enteredthiswar - politicd Idam
andUSmilitarisam. A humanity
that smply wants to avoid the
next caagtrophe a any cod.
Thedominant policy withinthe
wide spectrum of forces that
opposethewar (andthisincludes

ricsof margind Leftgroupsin
Europe, which prior to
September 11, would not agree
to anything less than a *world
revolution’)istocdl forcam,to
dtempttohdtthecurrenttrends
andtoreturntobeforeSeptember
11. Pacifigm is the dominant
tendency in the resistance
movement. And this is an
extremdy harmful policy that
not only does not prevent the
next disasters and its
consequences, but actually
guaranteesthair taking place.

The pacifist policy and
concentratingonthemilitary and
armed aspects of the
confrontation and the ensuing
physicd violence actudly does
harm dince it causes politicd
pardydsinpeople Thecondition
for preventing thisterrorist rece
and this wave of explosons,
dedtruction and mass murder
that they havein sorefor usis
peopl€ sinterventioninEurope,
America, the Middle East and
theso-cdled ThirdWorldinthe
red political processes behind
these events - a paticipation
basad on an active and positive

agenda. If this hgppens, the
futuredoesnot havetobeblesk.

It is necessary to unearth these
palitica trends and facts from

beneath the war propaganda.

Behind the Official
Propaganda: Terrorismand
Paliticalldam

| do not think that anyone, even
in the US army, bdieves the
dory tha the September 11
arocity was the work of a
fanaticd group teking orders
from someone cdled Osama
Bin Laden in Afghanisan who
hasapersond and blind enmity
withtheUSA, ‘ democracy’ and
theAmerican‘way of life. The
wesern mediaareingsent that
thisincidentwasnot‘ thework of
Modems and hasnot emerged
from ‘the teachings of the
Koran'. Seasoned journdigts
ae careful not to make any
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reference to Israel and the
Pdegtinian question. They say
linkingthePd estinianquetionto
thisterrorig attack would mean
conceding thet this action has
beeningrumentd inmakingthe
West pay attention to the
Palestinian guestion.
Consaouently, insteadof palitical
Idamandlgad, they point usto
BinLadenandAfghanigan. The
USA’s war with Tdiban in
Afghenigtanisanimportantevent
with long lasting consequences
for the region and the world.
Thiswarwill definitdy effectthe
futureof paolitica Idamandeven
the Pdegtinian quegtion. It has
nothing to do, however, with
capturing and punishing the
perpetrators of September 11
and will even increase the
posshility of terrorigt actions
agangtheWest (I will returnto
thisisue).

Idamicterrorismisafact of our
times. Thisterrorismisone of
themanpillarsof paliticd Idam’s
drategy. Politicad Idam is a
reectionary regiond, and now
global, movement that is
nourished by the West and
|gad’ shigoricd injudicetoward
Arabsandspedificdlythepeople
of Pdedine. The datdlessness
of Paegtiniansandtheoppression
ofthePdedtinianpeopleby |srad
anditsWesterndliesareaman
source of hatred for the West
andtheUSA intheMiddleEag.
Moreimportantly, thePaegtinian
question and the USA and
Wed's continued unwavering
support for Isad againg the
Arabsboth during and &fter the
Cold War have cregted a huge
economic, cultura and
psychologica rift between the
people of the Middle East and
the Wedt. But the bility of
palitica 1dam to shift from the
margins of Middle Eastern
ocietiesintothemaingreamand
tocapitaliseonthisdiscontentin
itsendeavourfor politica power
isdl directly owed to the West
and USA. Pdliticd Idamasa
criminal movement with a
widespread power base is the

cregtion of theWest and USA.
They have created thismongter
andunleasheditonthepeopleof
the Middle East and now the
world. Politicd Idam wasthe
Wed' stool duringtheColdWar
agang Russa and againg the
emerging labour and Left
movements and revolutions in
many countriesof theregion. It
was a means of preventing the
Left from taking power in the
region after nationalist
governments reached an
impasseduringthe’ 70sand’ 80s.
ThePdedinianquestionandthe
existence of Islamic
governmentsintheMiddieEast
arethepillarsandfoundationsof
Idamicterrarism. Any popular
progressve and active policy
must beginfromthisvery point;

1) Resolving the Pdegtinian
question. Thishigtoricd problem
must be resolved. The
Pdeginian people must have
theirownindependentsate. We
must force  Western
governments and the USA to
end their one-sded support for
lgad. Igad mustbecompelled
to accept peace and Pdedtinian
independence. Theresolutionof
the Pdedtinian quedtion is the

most important element in
confronting politica 1dam and
Idamic terrorism and is one of
themai nasgpectsof aprogressive
and activeagendainthecurrent
Stuation.

2) The West must end its
reactionary support for Idamic
andbackwardgovernmentsand
various paties in the Idamic
movement in the Middle Eag.
Without Western backing, the
Idamicregimeof Iranwouldnot
havecometopowerorremained
in power. Without the Wedt's
upport, the assorted shelkhsin
Saudi Arabiaandlargeandsmadll
emiraeswouldnotmaintainther
brutd and reactionary rule and
ther sysemof davery. Without
the West's support, not only
Tdiban but dso the preceding
groups of Modem Mujahedin
could not have turned

Afghanigan into an immense
humean tragedy. If the Wedt's
military,diplomaticandpoalitica
Support for Idamic movements
were to end, the people of the
regionwouldquickly overthrow
thesegovernments, Thedemand
to overthrow Islamic
governments and to prevent
deding and wheding between
WesterngovernmentsandUSA
with these reactionary
governments must be another
important aspect of the anti-
terrorist platform of any
progressive and popular
movement.

3) The economic sanctions
agang the people of Iragq must
end. Thesufferingof thepeople
of Iraghesturnedthisintothe2™
Pdedtinianguegtionintheminds
of the peopleof theregion. Itis
alivingproof of WesternandUS
terrorigm in the Middle East.
The economic sanctions have

hel pedperpetuatethereectionary
Iragi government and pushed
back the people of Irag awvay
frompaliticstoadaily battlefor
physicd survivd. Thedruggle
foranendtoeconomicsanctions
againg Irag is another vitd
dementinaprogressiveplaform
agang Idamicterroriam.

4) We mugt actively defend
seculaisminModem-inhabited
countriesandinldamicandidam-
riddencommunitiesinWestern
countries themselves. The
shameful idea of cultural
rdativiam(leavingpeopleat the
mercy of ‘their own culture)
andthesystematicandtheorised
failure to defend peopl€e’s,
particularly women's, civil and
human rightsin these countries
and communities, havegivena
free hand to paliticad Idam to
intimidate peopleandincitethe
youth. Universd human and
avil rightsmus bethestandard
andanycompromisewithreligion
andreectionary religiousruleto
the detriment of human rights
must be condemned.

Idamic terroriam is a redlity.

Terrorigm is not the work of
Modems, but it is the officid
palicy of theldamicmovement.
This is a phoney movement
created by the West in the
context of the Cold War and
amidst an anti-communist
confrontationwithworkersand
freedom-lovers in the Middle
Ead. It is a wesk and fral
movement. It does not enjoy
seriousmord andpoalitica support
intheregion’ smgjorcountries. It
isout of step with the region’'s
socid redities. Without the
Wedt's support, palitical Idam
would bedefeated by socidism
andsecularismintheregion. In
[ran, whichlike Paestineisone
of the man scenes where the
fate of politicd 1dam shdl be
seded, thedemiseand downfall
of politica 1dam has dreedy
began.

IntheNext Part

TheUSwarintheregion,which
hasdartedin Afghanigtanisnot
awar agand terrorigm, Snceit
not only doesnot addressany of
theconditionsnecessary tofight
terrorism (which | referred to
ealier), but it even rdies on
sections of that very Idamic
movement. Nonethdess, inmy
opinion, the USA has entered
intoaconfrontationwithpaliticd
Idam. Thisisapower Sruggle.
Thiscorflictwilllogicallyleadto
theweskeningof politica Idam.
But the objective of theWest is
not the eimination of palitica
Idam. It rather seekstowesken
it,tameitandremoulditsranksin
ordertocreateanewequilibrium.
Thewar inAfghanistanisabout
redefiningtheWed’ srdaionghip
with politica 1dam. We must
breskthisframework andthwart
this new reectionary dliance.
We must pursue our own
independent policy for ridding
the region of this reactionary
force much more rigoroudy
under the new conditions,

* The pacifist position doesnot
e this new conflict between
theWestandpoalitica Idam,does
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not recogniseitsimportancefor
the people of Middle East who
have been victims of this
reactionary movement and for
future political developments.
The pecifist rank shirks its
responsibility towards these
redities  We must take our
criticiam of this pecifis and
cautiouspostionintothepopular
movementagangterrorismand
militariam.

* Because of the globd and
higoricd dimensions of this
confrontation, theidedlogicd and
psychologica characterigticsof
the people of world today,
paticularlyintheWes, arevery
different from the period of the
attack on Irag and even
Y ugodavia Withpeopl€ smass
participationinpoliticsandcivil
sruggles USmilitarismwill come
out of this conflict paliticaly
weskened. With the active
intervention of progressive
forces thecurrentconflictwhich
isitsalf about agpectsof thenew
world order after thefdl of the
Soviet Union, can turn into a
measscritiqueof thisentirenation,
re-examining the USA
superpower status and its
continuedmilitaryintimidationof
the world.  From the point of
view of freedom and equdlity,
this is a much more important
debatethanthefutureof political
Idam.

Part Four: After
Afghanigan

Afghanigan: War or Aeriadl
Terrorigm?

Thereisnowar in Afghanistan.
War logically reguires a lesst
two sdes. Wha is currently
taking place is the USA’s
bombingof Afghanigtan. Inthis
newfound tactic of theworld's
sole superpower and self-
gopointed internationa sheriff,
terrorandintimidationonamass
e ehaveformally replacedwaer.
After Vietnam, it has been
decidedthat Americansocietyis

nottowitnessany moresoldiers
returningin body bagsfromfar
away battlefields. The pricefor
thiswill now havetobepadby
the unlucky civilians of that
wretched country which, inthe
half-baked theories of Dr.
Strangeloves a the Nationa
Security Council and the US
State Department, is now
deemed to be the bastion of the
USA’s latest arch enemy and
the newest |leader of the ‘Evil
Empire . Thecasudtiesthat the
USmilitaryavoidswillingteedbe
takenahundredtimesoverfrom
innocentdivilianswhoarebardy
soraping aliving in atypicaly
poor andmargina country of the
world. Oneday, it isthe Iragi
people who hit the jackpot;
another day it is Yugodavia,
Libya or Afghanigan. In the
cover of darkness, from high-
flying out-of-reech planes and
from warships and submarines
tuckedaway infar away oceans,
they hurl tens of thousands of
tons of bombs and missles at
peopleandthardities Theyboast
thet they will send the pounded
country ‘ back tothestone age,’
andyettheyingsthatthemordly
‘smat’ American bombs are
progranmedtoonly hittheguilty.
The @m is to intimidate; to
intimidatethewhole society; to
rule by feer - fear of desth and
displacement, fear of total
destructionof awholeeconomy
and divil society; to the point
where society is pardysed and
resstancebecomesimpossble.
Today, theUSgroundtroopsare
only thehoundsthet aretobring
the lifdess prey back after the
shoatingendsandthedust sditles

No one can condemn a
dedaraionof warontheTdiban
—evenifitisby the USA and
Wes. The Tdibanmust goand
can only be removed by force
andbymilitaryaction. Theenmity
between the West and the
Tdiban is much preferable to
their hithertofriendship. Noone
will gtand in the way of the
removd of murdererswhowere
firgtingtaled by theWest itsdlf.
Butthereisadifferencebetween

war andterror. TheUSandUK
actions in Afghanistan are
terrorism. Thebombingof cities
and residentid areas mugt be
condemned and stopped.
Worthless myths about the
Tdiban'smilitary prowessand
Afghanigan’ shigtoryof bringing
superpowerstotheir kneesonly
reinforce and feed into US and
UK terrorist methods. The
Afghan Mujahedinwasmerdy
a facade for the West and the
USA in ther war againg the
Soviet Union. The Tdibanisa
caimind drug gang that was
cregted by the West with the
ass ganceof Pakistanand Saudi
Arabia. They can turn their
switch off and remove them
withinweeks Butaerid tarroriam
issdfer, morespectacular, more
fitting for a superpower, and
more likely to teach the
discontentedpeopleof theworld
a lesson in the virtues of
obedience. We must oppose
theseinhumane methods.

From Taliban to Poalitical
I[dam

The US and UK action in
Afghanigan, evenif it leadsto
thedownfal of the Tdiban and
Bin Laden’'s deeth, will not
diminish the thregts of Idamic
terrorisnagaingtheWes; itwill
exddeit. Wedern leadersare
fully awvare of this and even
publidywarnditizens However,
thechoiceof Afghaniganasthe
firgttheetrefortheUS' revenge
for the September 11 atrocity
has two fundamental reasons.

Firdly,eveniftheUSA concedes
thet 1damic terrorism and the
anti-Western hatred it nurtures
onisapalitical problemwitha
political solution, itdoesnot see
asoldypoalitica regponsetosuch
ahugephysicd andmilitaryattack
inddethe USon September 11
as a sufficient and stifactory
response. Militarismispart and
parcd of theofficid ideology in
theUSA and afoundation of its
identity asasuperpower. Thus,
totheUSgovernment, anattack

on the USA can only be
aopropriately ansveredwithan
attack on someone else,
somewheredse. Forthe USA,
only a military response can
‘avenge’ September 11,
irrespective of the roots and
causes of politicd Idam and
Idamicterrorism. Thismilitary
action mugt be huge and mugt
represent the* wrathand power’
of the USA; it mugt display its
ruthlessness. A huge military
action, however, requiresalarge
theatre. War needsabattlefied.
Afghaniganhasnotbeenchosen
because Bin Laden isthere, on
thecontrary, BinLadenhasbeen
chosen because he is in
Afghanigan. There are many
likeBinLaden, headsof Idamic
terrorism who live openly or
dandedtindy in Iran, Britain,
France, Egypt, Pakistan,
Lebanon, Pdedine, Chechnya
andBosnia Theideathetldamic
terrorismhasapyramidstructure
andadefinedhierarchywithBin
Laden a the top is ridiculous.
Who believes that [Iranian
Ayatollah] Khamanei hasbeen
workingunder BinLadeninthis
terrorist hierarchy? Thekey is
Afghanistan, aland that can be
the scene of a huge military
action. Afghanigtan isthe only
possiblethestrefor USrevenge
on the massive and frightening
scale promised by the US
adminigration. Today, thereis
no such military target area
outddeAfghanistan. Andeven
here, Westernleaderscomplain
of thelack of tal buildingsand
large bridgesto degtroy.

Secondly, aswesddin partll,
what isbeing settled behind the
conflictwiththeTdibanandBin
Laden is the rdationship and
baance of power between the
USA andtheWestwithpolitica
Idam. ‘The long war againg
terrorism’ isthecodenamefora
showdownwithpolitical Idam.
FromtheUSA'’ spointof view, it
isapower sruggle, whichmust
sooner or later define the more
lasting characteristics of anew
world order after thefdl of the
Soviet Union. Politica Idam, a
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by-product of theColdWar, hes
emerged as a bourgeois
contender for politica power in
MiddeEagterncountriesaswell
as in ‘Idamic’ communities
within Western societies. This
force is ether in power or hes
sgnificant political leveragein
parts of the world, eg. in
sgnificantcountrieslikelranand
Pakistan. Itisaplayerinthefight
over thefuture of Pdestineand
Ilsradl. In the former Soviet
Republics itismakingmischief
dosetogngtivenudesrarsends
In the West, thanks to Saudi
Arabid's money, locd date
ubsidiesandthecorruptidedlogy
of culturd rdativismitisrecruiting
theyouth in Idam-ridden areas
in droves. For the Weg, this
palitical I9amisnolongerthetoal
andthepuppet thet servedthem
wdl in the containment of the
Soviet Union, in preventing the
Left from taking power in the
anti-monarchyrevolutionof Iran,
and in cregting problems for
Arafa and Arab nationadism.
Now, this creature is more
ambitious Ithasitsownagenda
It has come out from under the
West's patronage. And on
September 11, fromtheUSpoint
of view, palitical Idamwentone
Septoofar. A terrorig attack of
thisscdeintheheart of theUSA
st off this inevitable power
struggle. These events are
essentidly momentsand stages
of apower strugglebetweenthe
USA (& theWest) and palitical
Idam. Fromthe USA'’ spoint of
view,thisisastrugglewithidamic
dates, Idamic paties and the
entirepalitica I9amicmovement.
TheTdibanistheweskest, most
vulnerable and most hollow
symbal of politica Idam’ spower
in the Middle East and
consequently the mogt sitable
pointof entrytoacomprenengive
power gruggle. The USA's
victory in Afghanistan doesnot
affect, militarily andpractically,
thefoundationsof palitica Idam’s
power. They know this The
main centres of power are
primarily in Iran, Saudi Arabia
and in Idamic organisationsin
Egypt, Lebanon and Pdegtine.

This is, however, a power
sruggle, andnotalifeanddesth
batle. Afghanistan isthe only
aeng, a lesst in the current
framework of theworld, where
therecouldin fact beamilitary
conflict between the USA and
political Idam.Itistheonlyarena
where ‘the long war agangt
terrorism’ can begin with a
dramaticandspectacularmilitary
action without causing tota
havoc.

ThisisaPalitical Conflict

‘Thelongwar withterrorism’ is
actually a power struggle
between the USA and palitical
Idam. After Afghanigan, the
confrontationwill beessentialy
political, even if both sdes
occasondly turn to specific
military andterrorigtections The
USA's objective in thiswar is
not to diminate politica I1dam.
Contrary to the self-
congratulatory propagandacf the
so-cdled Reformig faction in
Iran,itisnotthepoalitical skillsof
Mr. Khatami thet hes ‘saved
Iran from bombardment’. An
attackonlranandsuchabombing
campaignagainstthat countryis
not part of theWest' sagendaat
al. Thenotionthet theUSA will
enterintomilitary conflictswith
country after country according
to the lig of those it has once
|abdlledterroristisextraordinerily
uperfidd. TheUSA’ sobjective
in this show down is neither to
diminatepolitica Idamnoreven
to overthrow Islamic
governments butrathertoimpose
itsown poalitica hegemony and
define the rules of the game.
Fromthe USA’ spaint of view,
theldamicmovementmustknow
itsboundaries. It mugt limit its
field of operation to theregion,
undergtand its own place and
recognise the USA’s specid
position. Not only can Idamic
governments remain in powe,
but aso even terrorism s il
permissibleontheconditionthet
its victims are the communigts
andtheleftinlran, Afghanistan,
Pakisan and Turkey. But an
attack onAmericansoil isgoing

toofar. The USA wantsto teke
thislessonandthisequilibriumto
theMiddleEast.

Thisisapower sruggleand not
a confrontation over Idam,
liberdiam, Westerndemocracy,
freedom, civilisation, security or
terrorism. Thisisabettl ebetween
thelUSauperpower andaregiond
politicdl movementwithagloba
reech, which is contending for
power intheMiddieEad. Itisa
grugglefor defining goheresof
influenceandpalitical hegemony.
The Wes does not intend to
establish Western democracies
in the Middle East. The USA,
Pakistan, Iranandawholebunch
of otherreectionariesintheregion
aredreadybusy plattingtoimpose
another despotic and backward
regime on the people of
Afghanigtan.Iran,Saudi Arabig,
PakiganandtheGulf Emirates,
themodt reactionary regimesin
the world today, are openly or
tecitly onthesdeof theWestin
this conflict. Even if Idamic
governmentsfdl, the preferred
dternative of the West will be
thelocad andregiond Rightwing
andreectionary parties, military
juntas and police detes.

The USA Does Not Make
Higory

ButtheWestdoesnotdetermine
the future.  The current US
policyandactionswillinevitably
shatter the present political
framework inthe Middle Eat,
but other forceswill determine
thedternativerdationsthat will
take shape. Undoubtedly, the
confrontationbetweentheWest
and palitica Idamwill weeken
the Idamic movement, Idamic
partiesandldamicgovernments.
But this confrontation does not
take place on an empty dage.
TheMiddlieEag, liketheWest,
is the scene of a confrontetion
between socid movementsthat
haveexiged prior totheconflict
between Western bourgeoises
and palitical 19am and which
have shaped political
devdopmentsindl sodieties The

Wedt's conflict with politica
Idam, despiteitsimportance, is
not the engine and the moving
forceof higory. Onthecontrary,
itisitsalf placedwithinthishistory
andisdefinedbyit. Theconflict
over the new world order hes
more important players. Socid
classes and their political
movements whetherintheWest
or the Middle Ead, are facing
eech other over the pdliticd,
economic and culturd future of
theworld. Itisthesemovements
thetwill determinethefing course
of these events, irrepective of
thecurrentdesignsanddemands
of Wegtern statesmen and the
leadersof politicd Idam.

As far as the Middle Ead is
concerned, even if the West
amsa ameremargind retreat
of palitica Idamanddefinitionof
a new framework for
coexigence thesecular, Sodidist
and progressive movementsin
theregionwill nevertheesscome
to the fore in these new
conditions. For example, inmy
view, politica Idam will be
overthrowninIran, not because
the West pursues such an
objective, butrather becausethe
people of Iran and the worker-
communist movement & their
heedwill overthrow theldamic
Republic. The defeat of the
Idamic Republic will be the
biggestblowtopalitica Idam. If
theresolution of thePdestinian
question isthe precondition for
removingthepaliticd,intellectuel
andculturd sourcesof thegrowth
of politica Idam, the defeet of
theldamicRepublicinlranisa
precondition for smashing
politica Idam as a movement
agpiringforpolitica powerinthe
MiddleEas. Withouttheldamic
Republicof Iran, politica Idam
willbecomeamargind andgerile
oppositionintheMiddlieEas.

The above is a saveral part
article first published in
International Weekly 12
October - 26 November 2001
inPerdan. TheEnglishverson
isareprint from\WPI Briefing.
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Ending Terrorismisour Task

A Discusson with Mansoor Hekmat
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Question: Thousands of
people have lost their lives
as a result of terrorist
attacks on the skyscrapers
of the World Trade Centre
in New York and the
Pentagon Building in
Washington. What is the
position of the Worker-
communist Party of Iran on
this incident?

Mansoor Hekmat: The
Worker-communist Party of
Iran immediately issued a
communigqué on this. We
condemn this act as an
immense crime against
humanity and genocide. Our
heartsgo out to the peopl e of
America and we share
deeply in their grief.
Reactionary states and
organisations have made
terrorism a stable aspect of
life in our era. We believe
that through peopl €' spower,
we can and must put an end
to state and non-state
terrorism. Other than its
direct unimaginablecriminal
dimensions, it is clear to us
that this occurrenceisjust a
preface to the further
escalationof aglobal terrorist
contest. It isadark day - a

prelude to more calamities.
Wecall on peopletocometo
theforeandtaketheworldin
their own hands. The world
must betaken out of thehands
of bombers and generals.

Question: Who has carried
out this terrorist act and to
what purpose?

Mansoor Hekmat: The
factsof thisincident are still
not clear. Severa possibilities
couldexist. Inthe Oklahoma
incident, it quickly became
clear that a circle from the
extremist Right in America
itself caused that catastrophe.
But thistime, indicationsare
that an Islamic current was
behindthiscrime. Thesuicida
natureof thisoperation places
it within the traditions of
Islamic groups. Which
Islamic organisation and or
mix of organisations and
stateswerebehindthisattack
is more obscure. The scope
of the operation, the
existence of four teamswith
four pilots trained to fly
passenger planes who were
ready to commit suicide, is
indicativeof along-termplan
of fourtofiveyears. Thefact
that no hints of such alarge-
scale operation had been
leaked to  Western
intelligenceisindicativethat
theirintelligencesourceshad
not sodeeply infiltratedthese
organisations, and this too
points to outside USA and
Europe. Nonetheless, itisnot
possible to comment on the
causes and perpetrators of
this incident with certainty.
The American government

and media are primarily
focused on Ben Laden's

group.

Question: American
officials are speaking of
revenge and of punishing
the terrorists and countries
supporting terrorism. They
have accused Ben Laden
and have said that if the
Taliban does not hand him
over, they might attack
Afghanistan. What is your
opinion on this?

Mansoor Hekmat: In my
opinion, AmericaandNATO
will definitely carry out an
immense violent operation,
not necessarily or
fundamentally to punish the
perpetrators who might not
even be within America's
reach, but rather to assert its
power globally aswell asfor
psychological andemotional
factors in USA itself.
Between an effective
political way toconfront anti-
American terrorism and a
futilemilitary courseof action,
theUSwill definitely opt for
thelatter because America's
conception of itself and its
super power status is based
onmilitary might.

There is still no certainty
about the dimensions of
America sresponse. | donot
think that they themselves
will consider the firing of
missiles and dropping of
bombs on the regions and
cities of Afghanistan from a
distance as sufficient. If
Taliban hands over Ben
Laden, the extent of USA’s

military reactionmightremain
limited; otherwisethey would
plan to carry out a military
occupation and ground
invasion of Afghanistan or
evenlrag. Thiswouldchange
many things. The politica
picture of the world would
change altogether.

Question: In initial
reactions to this incident
within America, there has
been talk of intelligence
and security weaknesses.
In fact, the Pentagon, the
centre of the defence
establishment and the most
important centre of finance
have been attacked and
many people have
perished. What is the effect
of this incident regarding
the status of America as a
superpower in the world;
what measures might
America take to prevent a
diminished position?

Mansoor Hekmat: In my
opinion, thisterrorisminfact
helps secure America’'s
image as a superpower.
USA'’s superpower statusis
defined in relation to other
economic, political and
military powers in the
capitalist world and not in
relationto Afghanistan, Irag
or Islamic Jihad and Hamas.
USA'’sstatusasasuperpower
isin domineering theworld,
not inits secure airports and
fireproof buildings. And
today’s climate in the world
after thisincident, just asthe
periodafter [raq’ soccupation
of Kuwait, isexactly aclimate
of renewed declarations of
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allegiance to America by
other Western powers and
their yielding to the political
andmilitary tendenciesof the
American administration.
This terrorist crime gives a
blank chequeto Americafor
military intervention in any
part of the world and to re-
assert its world dominance,
while a day before, the
American government was
under pressure by the ruling
circles and the mediain the
West for its obstinate and
zealousdefenceof | srael and
its disregard for the Kyoto
agreement. USA will exploit
thisincident asaspringboard,
and excuse for a show of
military power. In the short
term, all Western
governmentswill fall inline
and stand to attention. Inthe
mediumterm, however, more
lagtingeconomicandpoalitical
eguations will again change
theequilibriumtoAmerica's
disadvantage.

Question: Politically, will
this incident affect issues
such as peace in the Middle
East and the question of
Palestine? How?

Mansoor Hekmat: In the
short term, everything will
definitely be affected by this
incident. Both sides of the
conflictinPalestineandlsragl
are stunned, immobile and
concerned. Arafat quickly
reaches a microphone and
condemns the attack in case
he might be held partly
responsible. Isragli leaders
areextremelyinfuriatedwith
arguments that this incident
is a continuation of the
Palestinian question and a
reaction against Israeli
violence; they deny any
respongbility. Butthemedium
term effects of this incident

will depend on America's
initial reaction. If thereisa
bloody show of forceagainst
Ilamic groups, then at the
end of the action, a new
diplomatic cycle to bring
peace between thetwo sides
based on a new military
equilibriumwill begin, aswe
saw after the attack on Iraq.
But thequestion of Palestine
andtheArab-lsradl situation
are more deeply rooted in
local realities. Peace in
Palestine is not feasible
without amovetotheLeftin
both Israeli and Palestinian
societies. To achieve peace,
the forces of secularism and
justice must prevail over
religionandethnicbigotryin
bothsidesof theconflict. The
Pal estinian question doesnot
have a military solution.
Intimidation is futile.
Consequently, if theviewsof
both societies towards each
other and the balance of
power between Left and
Right in each do not change,
thequestionwill remain.

Question: In recent
Western media publicity,
these terrorist attacks have
been portrayed as a
confrontation with
democracy and have
somehow placed some
‘Islamic countries' in this
confrontation. Is it possible
that this might lead to the
growth of racism in the
West?

Mansoor Hekmat: We
have witnessed a limited
reference to Huntington’'s
thesis of the ‘clash of
civilisations' inthe Western
media; that thisis abattle of
‘civilisations,” an attack on
the Western ‘way of life/
democracy, etc. have been
heard hereand there. But the

response of mainstream
society and even
spokespersons of the
American government show
that thisview doesnot hold. |
amnotworried about therise
of racism following this
incident. Racists will
definitely become more
active and aggressive for a
while, but Western society
will drivethem back. Onthe
contrary, the people of
America, as far as can be
seen from afar, have up to
now conducted themselves
with admirable dignity and
humanity in the face of such
a shocking disaster. | think
that the American peoplewill
not easily accept an
indiscriminate military
response against the people
of MiddleEast. Thisincident
is too hig to lend itself to
typical clichés and
propaganda. In my opinion,
Western society will have a
more mature and
sophisticated approach in
dedling with this incident.
Today’s communications
technology hasmadeit more
difficult to keep people in
ignorance and feed them
bigotry. The sametelevision
that showed the New Y ork
disaster totheworldwill also
broadcast Kabul’'s
destruction. Thosewho have
mourned the New York
disaster cannot easily cheer
itsrepetitionin Kabul.

Question: The WPI's
communiqué has pointed to
the New York disaster as
another step in the
escalation of a terrorist
contest, a contest in which
on the one side the majority
of the world's states and

on the other side
reactionary and
particularly Islamic

movements are taking part.
How can this race be
restrained and in your
opinion what role must the
WPI play inthefight against
terrorism?

Mansoor Hekmat: Ending
terrorismisour task. Itisthe
task of us who fight for
people's equality, for their
rights and dignity. State
terrorism will end by
overthrowingterrorist states.
Non-state terrorism must be
eradicated by putting an end
to the hardships,
discrimination, exploitation
and suppression that |ead
people to desperation and
make them fall prey to
reactionary and inhuman
organisations. It can be
eradicated by exposing
religion, ethnicism, racism
andany reactionary ideology,
which has no respect for
people. Our response is to
fight for the creation of an
open, free and equal society
in which people, their lives,
dignity and well being are
valued. The Worker-
communist Party of Iranand
political partieslikeourswill
confront both sides of this
terrorist contest - reactionary
states as well as reactionary
movements and parties. But
for now, itisthey that define
theworld’ simage. We must
bring to the fore freedom
loving and progressive
humanity against thetotality
of this situation. Until then,
this state of affairs will
continue.

The above first published
in International Haftegi,
Number 71, September 14,
2001. The English version
is a reprint from WPI
Briefing.
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Mansoor Hekmat' s
'S ected Works
Published in English

The Mansoor Hekmat
Foundation has published
Mansoor Hekmat’s
‘Selected Works' in July
2002. The 420-paged book
includesthefollowingworks:

* The Experience of
Workers' Revolution in the
Soviet Union, Outline of a
Socidist Critique, December
1986

* Left Nationalism and
Working ClassCommunism,
A Review of the Iranian
Experience, 1987

* Thelnternational Situation
and State of Communism,
December 1988

* Our Differences, I nterview
withMansoor Hekmat about
Worker-communism, 1989
* Developments in Eastern
Europe and Prospects for
Worker-socialism, May
1990

* The Gory Dawn of the
New World Order, US war
intheMiddleEast, February
1991

* Challenges that
Communism Faces Today,
September 1991

* End of the Cold War and
Prospects for Worker-
socialism, Radio KPFK’s
Interview with Mansoor
Hekmat, October 1991

* Marxism and the World
Today, Interview with
Mansoor Hekmat, February
1992

* Fundamental
Characteristics of the
Worker-communist Party,
May 1992

* Democracy: Interpretations
and Redlities, February to
July 1993

* A Better World,
Programme of the Worker-
communist Party, Adopted
by the First Congress of the
Worker-communist Party of
Iran, July 1994

* Mujahedeen’s Forbidden
Dreams, Why aMujahedeen
Government stands no
chance of Coming to Power,
September 1994

Toorder Mansoor Hekmat’s
‘Selected Works' or todonateto or
becomeasponsor of the M ansoor
Hekmat Foundation, pleasecontact

theFoundation.
BM Box 8927, London WC1N 3X X, England
Tel: +44 (0) 7765335017, Fax: +44 (0) 8701334206
E-mail: m.hekmatfdn@ukonline.co.uk.

The History of the
Undefeated, A few wordsin
commemoration of the 1979
Revolution, 1995
* FederalismisaReactionary
Slogan, Interview with
Mansoor Hekmat, June
1996
* |dam, Children’s Rights,
and the Hijab-gate of
Rah-e-Kargar, In Defence
of the Prohibition of the
Islamic Veil for Children,
June 1997
* |slam is Part of the
Lumpenism in Society,
Interview with Mansoor
Hekmat, June 13, 1999
* |ran will be the Scene of a
Mass Anti-lslamic
Offensive, Interview with
Mansoor Hekmat, June 13,
1999
* June 20, 1981, Interview

with Mansoor Hekmat, June
23,2000

* Capital Punishment: The
most Deplorable form of
DeliberateMurder, Interview
with Mansoor Hekmat, Fall
2000

* The Obvious Lessons of
Berlin, Interview with
Mansoor Hekmat, January
19, 2001

* TheRiseandFall of Palitical
Islam, Winter 2001

* Ending Terrorism is our
Task,

* The World After
September 11, 12 October -
26 November 2001

* Ending Terrorism is our
Task, September 14, 2001

To order acopy of the book,
contact theMansoor Hekmat
Foundation.

M ansoor Hekmat
Foundation wasfounded in
July 2002 by Azar Mgjedi,
hispartner. The Foundation
is committed to publishing
Mansoor Hekmat' s works,
letters, speeches, and
interviews in Persian,
Englishandother languages.
Mansoor Hekmat (Zhoobin
Razani), 1951-2002, wasthe
great Marxist thinker and
leader of the Worker-
communist Party and
worker-communi st
movement. His works are
the beginning of an

Mansoor Hekmeat
Foundation Egablished

eaborated, radical Marxism
in Iran and the revival and
development of Marx’s
humanist and radical
communism in the
contemporary world.

For more information or to
donate to or become a
sponsor, please contact
M ansoor Hekmat
Foundation, BM Box 8927,
London WCIN 3XX,
England, Tel: +44 (0)
7765335017, Fax: +44 (0)
8701334206, E-mail:
m.hekmafdn@ukonlineco.uk.
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